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LEGISLATURE TOUGHENS STATE’S METH LAWS 

 
BISMARCK – The North Dakota Legislature overwhelmingly approved a package of bills 
today that will significantly toughen North Dakota’s methamphetamine laws and help control 
and reduce the problems associated with meth in North Dakota.  

The laws attack the problem from a variety of angles. HB 1352 and HB 1353 limit access to 
the chemicals used in meth production. HB 1351 and SB 2211 increase penalties for armed 
offenders and endangering children. SB 2212 refined the definition of a deprived child by 
including environments conducive to manufacture of meth. SB 2210 provides more flexibility 
for substance abuse treatment. HB 1350 and SB 2041 enhance the ability of law enforcement 
to share resources and intelligence, while SB 2151 bridges the gap between law enforcement 
and the crime laboratory.  

“With these laws, the legislature is giving law enforcement some very valuable new tools to 
crack down on the explosion of meth production and use in North Dakota,” Attorney General 
Wayne Stenehjem said. “This is a big day in our battle against this devastating drug.” 

The package of laws implements every action item recommended for the Legislature by a 
three-year prevention, treatment and enforcement plan created by the North Dakota 
Commission on Drug and Alcohol Abuse, which Stenehjem initiated in 2002. 

The meth problem in North Dakota has been a concern for state leaders for years, but the 
production and use of the drug continues to increase significantly. In 2000, law enforcement 
seized 46 labs statewide. That number soared to 275 labs in 2002 and 83 labs to date in 
2003 compared to 53 at the same time last year. The number of meth samples analyzed by 
the State Crime Lab has increased from 65 in 1993 to 2419 in 2002. 

“Clearly, we need get more aggressive in attacking this growing problem,” House Majority 
Leader Rick Berg of Fargo said. “This package of laws sends a message that state 
government is making this problem a real priority. I’m confident these new tools will help our 
state combat this problem in a comprehensive way so we can reduce the threats meth poses 
to our people and communities.” 

Berg and Senate Majority Leader Bob Stenehjem said at the beginning of the session their 
caucuses identified controlling illicit drugs as a top objective toward improving safety of North 
Dakota.  

“No other drug is having a worse impact in North Dakota today than meth,” Senate Majority 
Leader Bob Stenehjem said. “In my work for the city of Bismarck, I see the dangerous affects 
it has not only on users but to the entire community and to innocent public servants who have 
to deal with things like discarded paraphernalia. This package of laws should help us get a 
handle on this problem by better equipping law enforcement statewide to work together.” 
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The legislation received broad bi-partisan support.  

"Tackling the meth problem needs to be high on our list of priorities in North Dakota as we've 
seen a drastic rise in the production and use of this very dangerous substance," Senate 
Minority Leader David O'Connell said. "We need to do everything in our power to break this 
trend." 

“The only way to curb production and use of meth in North Dakota is to develop 
comprehensive policies that integrate and expand prevention, enforcement and treatment 
measures. The Commission heard this plea repeated at every public forum across the state 
last year, from addiction counselors, court officers and law enforcement. On behalf of the 
commission, I proposed legislation to be considered that would advance the fight against 
meth on all fronts,” said Attorney General Stenehjem.  “I would like to thank the legislature for 
their support in passing this landmark legislation. 

The bills now go to Gov. John Hoeven who is expected to sign them.  
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